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Ko. 1. ExrTRACTS from the yearly Epiſtles 
* of Meeting f Quakers, held in London 
| — to TYTHES. 


044/49 T a Time when the Quakers are deſi- 
—_ TER ring a very uncommon Favour from 
= 0 the Parliament, in relation to their 
— OT royches, it cannot be improper to 
— 1: JESS) inform the Publick, from their own 
— made in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
Phat their true Sentiments and real Views are, with 
ſeſpect to Tythes. 
The common Suppoſition is, That the Quakers 
Hean by their preſent Attempt no Injury to the 
lergy, nor to defraud them of their juſt and legal 
ights; but deſire only an eaſy and unexpenſive 
ay of being forced to that Compliance with the 
aw, which their Conſciences will not permit them 
© yield willingly. | 
But whether the Quakers: mean no more than this, 
will be contented with this, if it ſnould be gran- 
d them, may be beſt learned fram themſelves. 
It is the Cuſtom of the Quaters to ſend from their 
early Meeting in London an Epiſtleto their diſtant 
riends, adviſing them in Matters of Importance 
their common Intereſt. I have before me five 
F theſe Epiſtles : 
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4 That of 1731. if lucizntes;” 
c The Epiſtle from the . 1 beld'm 
« London by Adjournment, from the 7th te 
„„the 1th Day of the fourth Month, 173 1. 
6 incluſive, to the Quarterly and Monthly 
„ Meetings of Friends and Brethren, in 
ce Great Britain, Ireland, and elſewhere. | 


It concludes thun: 
„ cSigned in and on Behalf of the yeub 


Meeting. 
-<< By Wilkam Wilkamfon, 
oe « Clerk to the cg this Fear 


The Titles of the other four are mutatis And 


! the ſame. 

| That of 1732. i Ggned 1 in the ſame F orm, 

| by Edmund Gurney, 
. = That of 1733. by John Moore. 

| That of 1734. by Daniel Vandewall, 
1 n of 1735. 59. by Edmund Gurney. 


What follows relating to Tyrhes, is tranſcribe ( 
Ferbatim from the faid Epiſtles. 

* «« And, dear Friends, an earneſt Travail anc 
7 « Concern of Mind remains upon the Spirit ol 
1 % many Brethren, in order to excite all Friends 
1 „ who make Profeſſion of Truth with us, to ſtanc 
faithful in that our ancient and Chriftian Teſti 
| % mony againſt Tythes of all Kinds (as well : 
| *. Church-Rates, ſo called) according to the ſeve 
ral former Advices of this Meeting, particular] 

< that in the Year 1706.” 

And, dear Brethren, inaſmuch as it has been 
© the frequent Practice of this Meeting to recom 
“mend to the ſeveral Quarterly and Month) 

Meetings, tenderly to adviſe, and earneſtly u 
* exhort Friends to be careful in bearing a fait 


* Epiſt. 1731. + H. 1732. 


_— — — — 3 * 


— Ü— — i II ůw—ů Ä oo 


4e ful 


—— :. I 2 A — _- - 


= * 
— 


Iſcribed 


vail and 
pirit of 
Friends 
to ſtand 
n Teſt) 
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Ft 5] 
« ful Teſtimony againſt the Antichriſtian Yoke of 
« Tythes, Prieſts Maintenance, and Church- Rates, 
4e ſo called; the Want whereof in ſome Places, 
& hath. tended to the Uneaſineſs and Sorrow of 
% many Brethren, and added to the Sufferings of 
« ſuch as have ſtood faithful in this our ancient and 
« Chriſtian Tenne z and that the ſame may be 
« amended for the Time to come; this Meeting 
« doth again earneſtly recommend ta the ſeveral 
T Quarſerly and Monthly Meetings, in the Love 
« of Truth, tenderly to adviſe and exhort their 
tc reſpective Members to ſtand faithful in that 
«« Teſtimony ; and where any Friends are found 
« weak and deficient therein, that they deal with 
« ſuch in the Spirit of Love and Wiſdom, accord+ 
+* ing to former Advices in this Meeting, particy- 
10 larly that in the Year 1706. PV IP 
It is alſo the earneſt Deſire of this Meeting, 
&© that all Quarterly and Monthly Meetings be 
« careful to adviſe their reſpective Members to 
e bring in the Accounts of their Sufferings, c. 
« that they may be duly recorded, and brought 
I yep to this Meeting, agreeable to our Epiſtle 
{) - OB CEN | 
. * «And, dear Friends, this Meeting obſerving a 
% Remiſneſs in ſome Places in reſpect to our 
« Teſtimony againſt that Antichriſtian Yoke of 
« Tythes, an earneſt Concern and Zeal has been 
< on the Minds of Friends, that all might be exci- 
<« ted and ſtirred up to Faithfulneſs therein. In 
&« order thereunto, we think neceſſary to put you 
« jn mind, that the Zeal of our Friends, who have 
e abode faithful in their Teſtimony againſt paying 
« Tythes, Steeple-houſe Rates, and Prieſts Main- 
5 tenance, has greatly tended to the opening the 
« Eyes of many, not only in this, but alſo in other 
« Countries. We received laſt Year an Account 
* from New-England, where our Friends formerly 
* Epiſt. 1733. 
4 under- 
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« underwent grievous Sufferings, that a Law is 
« made exempting them from paying either to the 
ce Maintenance of the eſtabliſhed Miniſters, or the 
«© repairing their Worſhip Houſes : And it is our 
«© Belief, that if all Friends here had been faithful 
« in their Teſtimony againſt Tythes, the Time of 
« Of Deliverance from that Oppreſſion, under 
« which this Nation yet groans, would have been 
e nearer at hand. We do therefore earneſtly 
« exhort a Cloſe coming up in that; and every 
„ other Branch of our Teſtimony, tending to the 
ie Promotion of Goſpel Liberty, which it has been 
e our Concern, ever fince we were a People, thro? 
% manifold Sufferings, to maintain. And if any 
te Weakneſs or Unfaithfulneſs ſhall appear amon 
ce the Profeſſors of the Truth, we hope faithfy 
« Friends and Brethren will not be wanting to 
«© adminiſter Help and Admonition, in the Love 
and Counſel of G op, as they ſhall ſee Occaſion, 
&« for the reſtoring and ſtrengthening of ſuch, 
e according to the Advice given by the Apoſtle, 
« Gal. vi. 1. Brethren, if a Man be overtaken in 4 
te Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one 
rr nas > - 05. 

* And, dear Friends, for the ſake of thoſe 
te particular Perſons in ſome Places, who yet con- 
ce tinue remiſs in maintaining their Teſtimony 
« againſt the Antichriſtian Yoke of Tythes, we 
ce think it neceſſary to repeat the Advice given laſt 
« Year, That Friends, as they ſhall ſee Occaſion, 
« jn the Wiſdom of Gop, would admoniſh ſuch, 
ce and in a Spirit of Love and Meekneſs endeavour 
« to help and ſtrengthen them, and to excite and 
&« ſtir them up to Faithfulneſs in that Branch of 
« our antient Teſtimony.“ 

„ And, dear Friends, as it hath been the Con- 

« cern of this Meeting frequently to adviſe, that 
« Friends ſhould ſtand faithful in their Teſtimony 


* Epiſk. 1334. f FH. 1735. Advice concerning 3 
«© againſt 
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againſt that Antichriſtian Voke of Tythes, ſo 
we do now renew our Advice in that reſpect. 


you, to take all ſuitable Opportunities of endea- 
vouring to demonſtrate, to ſuch as are weak and 
unfaithful, the Importance of our Teſtimony 
againſt receiving or paying of Tythes; the-na+ 
tural Tendency whereof is, to obtain that Liberty 
which the pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity enjoyed; 
that is, a Liberty for any Perſon, moved by the 
Holy Spirit of God, to preach the Doctrine of 
the glorious Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt freely, and of which they were 
not deprived till ſuch time AS great Corrup- 
tions of Doctrine and Practice were found 
amongſt the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and the 
Civil Powers were 724 upon to meddle with 
the Conſciences of the People, which of Right 

are to be ſubject to Go p only. : 


. 
. . 


«© Wecannct therefore but bleſs the Lord, from 
an experimental witneſſing of the Comfort and 
ſpiritual Advantage which ariſes from ſuch a 
Liberty, that he was 'pleaſed to raiſe up our 
worthy Elders, and to give them a Teſtimony 
againſt that Antichriſtian Yoke, making them 
willing, in this and other Nations, to ſuffer for 
that Teſtimony ; thereby ſhewing to the World, 
what the Love of Chriſt is able to do; for we 
believe, nothing ſhort of that Love could have 
enabled them to ſuffer the Spoil of their Goods, 
and the long Impriſonment of their Bodies, even 
unto Death, as ſome of them did, for their con- 
ſcientious Refuſal to pay Tythes: And we have 
Reaſon to believe, that if all amongſt us had 


** followed their Example, by abiding faithful in 
** this our Chriſtian Teſtimony, we might before 
<< this Time have been in a great meaſure relieved 
{© from under that Oppreſſion.“ 


Theſe 
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| Theſe Paſſages ſpeak as plainly for themſelves, 
as any body can ſpeak for them. If you ask, Why 
all this Earneſtneſs to keep up the Oppofitich 7 
Why all this Concetn to exhort Friends to ſuffer 
Why all this lamenting over thoſe; Who had 
brought their Conſciences to comply with the Law 
of their Country? You may ſee the true Reaſon 
in the Epiſtle 1733. " 
They tell you, that the Zeal of Priends, who have 
#bode faithful in their Teſtimony againſt paying Tythes, 
Steeple- houſe Rates, and Prieſts Maintenance, has 


greatly tended to the opening the * of many, not 
, 


only in this, but alſo in other Countries. 


What they here mean by »9pering the Eyes of na- 


1, appears by the Inſtance they give from New 
England. It ſeems, the Zyes of the Government were 
ſo opened there, that the Quakers obtained a Law 


for exempting them from paying either to the Mainte- 


nance of the eſtabliſhed Miniſters, or the repairing 
their Wor ſhip Houſes. EL 1619 
And they tell their Friends, that had they per- 
ſiſted with equal Zeal to bear their Teſtimony 
againſt Tythes, &c. the Eyes of the Government 
here might have been very near opening too. Their 


own Words are; I is our Belief, that if all Friends 


here bad been faithful in their Teftimony againſt Tythes, 
the Time of our Deliverance from the Oppreſſion under 
which this Nation yet groans, would have been nearer 


at hand. Me therefore earneſtly exbort a cloſe com- 


ing up in that. Hranch of our Teſtimony. 
Thus the Caſe ſtood with them in 1734. 5 
In 1735. they declare it to be their Opinion, 
that if all among them had imitated the Example 


of thoſe who ſuffered the Spoil of their Goods, and“ 


the long Impriſonment of their Bodies, even to Death, 


bey might before this Time have been in a great 


meaſure relieved from their Oppreſſions, ' Ta 


- 


* 


| co ſtand odty den te Death, g. 
| Fu ts "got plainly; chat their Leaders 


9] 
You ſee how ſtrongly they call upon their Friends 
: alk Paying yer 


and Directors above might with a better Grace 


complain to Parliament: 


They have now complained to Parliament of 


a eir grievous Sufferings by Proſecutions, &c. and yet 


they yearly complain of their Friends, that they 
do not ſuffer enough. So much did they want 


Natter for juſt Complaint, . 


In this laſt Year's Epiſtle they open their Views 
et farther to their Friends, and let them into a 


FSecret,. That their Zeal againſt Tythes has ,a na- 


ſtural Tendency to obtain——a Liberty for any, Perſon 
wed by the Holy Spirit of God, to preach the Do- 
rine, &c. ij. e. it tends to deſtroy the Chriſtian 
iniſtry, and all Eſtabliſnments. Theſe are 
they, who are ſuppoſed to mean no Wrong to the 
iniſter, and to deſire only that he may reco- 
wer his Tythes in a Way not oppreſſive to the 
SPuakers! ? | | 

Judge now, whether the Continuance of the Qb- 
tinacy of many Quaters in the Country, in the 
atter of Tythes, be not owing in great meaſure 
o the vehement Exhortations of their General 

eetings. 4 ant | 
Judge likewiſe, whether the Quakers can ap- 
prove the preſent Propoſition in their Favour, 


Jay otherwiſe than as it is one Step (and a great 


ne it may prove) to their being totally exempted 
rom paying Tythes and Steeple-houſe Rates. 


Nuuz. 


t. 


as the Laws of the Land Have directed. 


now in being, for the more eaſy Re- 
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R. Eu. ARE s 1 BILL. REP PRE] 4 
| ing in Parliament, to enlarge, amend, 
and render more effectual the Laws 


covery of Tythes, Church-rates and8 
Oblations, - and other Eccleſiaſtical 
Dues from the People called Qu A- 
KERS: And alſo, Remarks upon a 
printed Paper, intithd, The Cale of 4 
the People called QUAKERS. - ea 


N the Parliament of the 7th and 8th of Mill.; 
I there was an Act paſs'd, for the Recovery oF 

It hes and Church. Nates, not exceeding the Valut 
of Ten Pounds, due from 2yakers who ſhall re 
fuſe to pay the ſame, Which Act was, in the fir 
Tear of his late Majeſty's Reign, extended to al 
cuſtomary or other Rights, Pues, or Payment 
belonging to any Church or Chapel. | > f 
Thefe Acts, which are now in Farce, provite th. 
a ſummary. Method of recovering Tythes, Churchhere 
Rates, Sc. due from Qyakers, i. e. by Warrant La 
from two Juſtices of the Peace, with an Appe hen 
ſtom their Judgment to the Quarter- Seſſions; boeal: 
the Acts leave the Clergy and Lay-ImpropriatorÞmlt 
wholly at Liberty, either to take that ſummarÞ ta! 
Method, or ſuch other legal and ordinary Methodgoce 


ght 
_ Und 


11 1 
I Vnderthis Benefit of chung the Method which 
* Pas lik'd Ibeſt, the Biſhops and Clergy ook 
a Flimes could have no Objection. againit t wo 
, L 1 | oremention'd Acts; becauſe, it in any Caſe the 
-» Tlergy ſhould find Reaſon to ſuſpect Prejudices or 
Pences in the ſummary Way, they were left at 
Liberty to proſecute their Right in the other 
ays. But as the Deſign. of che Bill ao tkpend- 
g in Parliament, is to deprive; the Clergy of 
Laws hat Libere), and to confine them, abſolutehy, to 
| he new Methods of Recovery. firſt created- by 
ly Re-Hoſe two Acts, they have Reaſon to apprehend 
tes andſreat loconveniencies from itt. 
WA The Quakers are known © be a People, wlio 
laltical ve. a Sort of National Governmeny among 
Qu A- emſelves. They have their ſtated Meetings 
upon a ithin particular Diſtricts in the Country; and, 

In London, a yearly Meeting of Deputies or Re- 
Cale'o rreſentatives from all Parts of the Kingdem]. to 
= eat of the general Concerns of the Body ; and a 
Fommittee of particular Perſons reſiding in or near 


epeud | 


mend, 


Vill.) endon, to maintain a conſtant Correſpondence 
overy oth their Brethren all over the Kingdom. - This 
je ValuMited Strengthz, and the Power they are known 


ſhall reÞ have to direct the Application of it to ſuch 
| the firfFerſons and Purpoſes as they think at, gives them 
ed to alFeet IJaſluence in Counties, and Boroughs. 
ayment By both the forementioned Acts, the-Tythes 

Ne ſuppoſed to be-carried-asvay 4 for, according 
the Principles of the Quakers, T'ythes. may no 


* 


provid: 
dre be ſet aut, than'gaid.. And as there may be 


Church 


Warratſ Latitude in fixing the true Value of the Tythes 
| AppeiMen carried away, ſo the Clergy, may have good 
ons; baſſeaſon to conſider, in particular Caſes and Cir- 


opriato þmſtances,- that ſuch a Latitude is leaſt likely to 
ummarÞ taken, by Judges who have ſtated Rules of 
MethodFocceding z and who are not only foorn to do 
ght, but to whom alſo" the Parties are-equally 

Und B 2 unknows 


[14] 
unknown and unſerviceable.” For which "Reaſon, 
- is 12 2 by Act of Parliament 
8. c. 24.) * That no Juſtice ſhall be 
Hiuntiee of A "hh in the County where he 
4 was — or doth jams * and ef not from 
any Suſpicion of his Integ due eſt his Hag- 
— itſelf ſhould be bias. if * 
As the Laws ſtand at preſent, feverdl of the 
Naters, knowing that it is in the Power of the 
Incumbent to proſecute them in the Exehequet or 
—— Court, find Ways of ſatisfying him, 
by thetnſelves or their Friends, in ſome othe 
apes than a dire? Payment of Tythe. But thi; 
is not to be expected, if the worſt they have to 
feat, is the paying the: bare Value of whe Tyrhe, 
aecording to the Eſtimate to be made of it by the 
Juſtices at the Quarter Seſſions, with ſuch Coffs a 
to _— ſhall ſeem juſt and reaſonable, R * | 
—_—_— ers, to induce the Legiſlature to take 
from-the Cler gy the legal Remedies which the two 
— er Acts leave them at full Llberty i 
—_ have repreſented their Caſe in a printed 
aper, as follows: 
Theſe Acts [ meaning the Acts beforemen 
<« tion'd] *tis humbly ; conceived, were intended 
* not only for the Eaſe of the Praſecutor,- b 
« alſo to prevent "Oppreſſive and Ruinous Proſes 
5. cutions. . 
„ Notwithſtanding which, there have been pros 
« ſecuted in the xchequer,” Eceleſiaſtical, ani 
* other Courts, in England and Wales, tor De 
6% mands — toe the ſaid Acts, abo: 
«© Eleven Hundred of the People called Quaker: 
« of whom near Three Hundred were commit 
© ted to Priſon, and ſeveral of them died Pri 
4 foners. 
« Theſe Proſecutions, though frequently co 
% menced for trivial Sums, from Four by” 
4 
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« Five Shilling, and great Part of them for Sutns 
— — Shillings; have been attend 
« ed with ſuch heavy Coſts, and 7 Execu- 
e tions, that about ight Hunured *outtds has been 
taken from Ten of them, where the Original 
« Demands did not amount to Fifteen Poundi. 

Theſe Suggeſtions, as they are laid, will be ge- 
nerally underſtood as a Reproach upon the Clergy, 
Whereas; many of the Proſecutions may have 
been by Lay-Impropriators, and many others for 
Church-Rates at the Suit of Church-wardens; fuck 
Rates being made recoverable before the Juſtices, 
as well as Tythes; and the Qzatzrs, in their Paper 
as above, do not ſay; Demands of Tythes, but De- 
mands recoverable by the ſaid As. And as to fuch 
of them as have been really at the Suit of the 
Clergy ; it is by no Means probable that many are 
to be found in that Body, who will ch a long 
and expenſive Method for the Recovery of their 
Rights, if they think they may be recover'd in a 
ſhorter and Jeſs expenſive Way. 

But ſuppoſe the Numbers of ſuch Proſecutions, 
which have been carried on ſince the paſſing of the 
two Acts, to be truly ftated by the Quabers, and 
that all the Demands were ſuch as might have been 
recover'd by thoſe Acts ( for both which Facts, 
we have only their own Word,) yet no Judgment 
can be made, whether the Motives upon which ei- 
ther the Clergy or Lay-· Imptoprietors declin'd one 
Method, and choſe the — were reaſonable or 
unreaſonable, unleſs the Circumſtances of the par- 
ticular Caſes were known; which cannot ſo much 
as be enquir'd into, till the Quakers give a parti- 
cular Specification of the Cauſes, Perſons, Places, 
and Times. 

Their ſuppoſing that the more tedious and ex- 
penſive Method has been, and will be, made 


Choice df out of A. will, Malice, or Revenge, is 


a heavy 


[ 14 ] 
a heavy Imputation;z and. it is no more than com - 
mon Juſtice, that the Clergy ſhould have an Op- 


portunity to vindicate themſelves from ſo, foul a &, 
Charge. And ſince: the Fitneſ of paſſing ſuch a 


Bill as is now deſired, depends not upon the 
Numbers of ſuch Proſecutions, but reſts wholly 
upon the Suppoſition that they have been begun 


and carried on upon ſuch undue Motives; it is to 


be hop'd, that the Legiſlature will not deprive 
the Clergy of any Remedy which the Laws of the 
Land have given them, upon a bare Surmiſe of 
the Quakers; without any ſuch, Specification of 
Facts, as might give an Opportunity to enquire 
into the ſeveral Dioceſes, into the Truth of them, 
and into the Circumſtances of thoſe Suits, and Im- 
priſonments, which are made the Subject Matter of 
Complaint. | J 


, — 
pong — " 
| * * * 4 


N rv uz. 


"I * a - 
* * 
— 8 W _ 


. 
B. 


of | 


NUMBER III. 


The Country Parſon's PLEA, againſt 
the Quakers Bill for TX TRES: 
Humbly addreſſed to the Honourable 
the Commons of Great-Britain, in Par- 
liament aſſembled. . 


Moſt Honoured, | 

T is preſumed, that it is no Offence for the 
Meaneſt to offer Reaſons to the Greateſt : 

Nor a Reproach to any Man to have a reaſon- 

able Concern for his own Property. 

Truſting to theſe Preſumptions, I make bold 
to lay my Caſe before you, in relation to the Bill 
now depending for Quakers Tythes. 

As I am a Subject of Great-Britain, as well as a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, I have a Birthright in the 
Law, and in having all Queſtions, relating to my 
Property, determined in the Methods of Juſtice uſed 
in this Kingdom, and not referred to an arbitrary 
Deciſion; Nulli negabimus Juſtitiam is the Language 
of Magna Charta. | 

I envy the Quakers no Eaſe you intend to give 
them, or can give them, provided it does not in- 
jure my Property ; but I apprehend this Bill will 
be greatly injurious to me, for the following Rea- 


I 


1ogs : 


By 


* W = 
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By the common Law of the Kingdom, as it ſtood | 


before any Statutes were made in Aid of Tythes, 
and as it now ſtands, I conceive myſelf to have the 


following Rights; 


1. I havea Right to receive in Kind, and to my 
own Uſe, the due and accuſtomed Tythes ariſing | 
in my Pariſh, _ f 


2, I have a Right to lett them to the Occupier of 
the Land, or to any other Perſon; at ſuch Price 
as I can agree for; and no Man has a Right to hin- 
der me taking my Tythes in Kind, or to ſet a 
Value on them, if I think fit to lett them. 


Theſe Rights are common ones, and ſuch as 
every Man in the Kingdom has over his own Pro- 
perty 3 I claim them not as peculiar to the Clergy. 


If the Bill now before you paſſes into a Law, 
theſe Rights will be taken from me, who have not, 
I conceive, forfeited them; and transferred to 


others, who have not, I conceive, any Title to 


them. For, 


1. No Quaker will, after ſuch a Law made, ever 
ſer out his 'Tythes, but will retain them to his own 
Uſe; and I ſhall be debarred having chem in Kind, 


how neceſſary ſoever they may be to my own and 


my Family's Subſiſtance. ö = 
This will appear undeniably, by conſidering | 


how the Law, in conjunction with the Quakers | 
"Conſcience, will operate in this Cafe. "1 


By Law the Parſon cannot ſet out his own Tythe, 1 
and carry it away, but the Occupier of the Land 
muſt ſet out the Tyrhe ; and if the Parſon inter- 


meddles with the Corn before the Occupier hath 
"fer out the Tyrhe, he is liable to an Action. 


The 


- 
: 


. t 


the Y The Quaker's Conſcience will not permit him to 

et out the Tythe : So that What with the Law on 

pone Side, and the Quaker's Conſcience on the other, 
my bo Tythe can ever be ſet out in this Caſe. 


"S 2. When the Queer has poſſeſſed himſelf, con- 
Rrary to Law and good Conſcience, of my Pro- 
er of perty, he will be ſubject to none of the Laws now 


being, made for the Reſtraiat of ſuch Injuſtice. 


3. If 71 fue for the value 'of my Tythes, as the 
Bill intends I ſhould ; yet even for the Value I am 
eferred.to an arbitrary Deciſion in the Country. 


Pro- 4. Conſequently, I ſhall have a Property left in 

g. e by Law; but ſuch an one as I cannot take to 
y own Uſe, nor ſet a Price on to any other 

AW, Perſon, N . . Y , 2 


Is there any other Property in the Kingdom in 
e ſame Caſe? Or, is it fit there ſhould be? 


The Quakers are great Traders ; Will they be 
Tontent that their Neighbours ſhould ſerve them- 


ever | 
own felves with Goods out of their Shops and Ware- 
Lind, Pouſes, and bid them go to the next Juſtice to ſer 
and Me Price on the Goods ſo taken? 

ing But the Bill now before you being founded upon 
TS e Acts in the 7th and 8th of King William, which 

Pere Temporary Laws at firſt, and are now, ha- 

ythe, Is been found wholſome and beneficial Laws, 
Land Þ2de perpetual ; it will be proper to conſider the 
inter. Pifference of thoſe Laws and this now propoſed. 
hath 


The Difference is the wideſt that can be. 
G $. Lhe 


of 
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1. The Acts of King William were made in Sup- tha 
port of Property, and gave eaſy Relief to the Pex. Nane 
fon injured, as all juſt Laws ought to do. | 


2. The preſent Bill, if it ever is a Law, will be kr 
to the Injury of Property, and the Owner thereof; 
and will give Relief to the injurious Perſon only. 


This will appear, by conſidering : 
r. That the Acts of King. Villiam took no Benefit) 


of the Law from me. They provided an eaſy 
Remedy for the Recovery of ſmall Tythes and Qua- 


kers Tythes; but did not ſhut up the King's Courts : 
againſt me, but left me at Liberty to take the new V 
Method, or to reſort, if it was neceſſary, to the his! 
old ones. Unter 
9 | | t wo 
For this I had Reaſon to be thankful ; and have the 
choſen always the new Method for my own Sake 
and my Neighbours Sake, But, r Y = 
2, The preſent Bill takes from me the Benefit off 
the Law for the Recovery of my Property, and for? 3. 
reſtraining Injaries done to it; and refers me for the 
Recovery of my Right to an arbitrary Deciſion, the 
contrary, as I conceive, to the Genius of then 
tree Government; and gives Security and Impu- rec 
nity to the Perſon who injures me, contrary, as Punt 
conceive, to natural Juſtice, do, 
To explain this a little farther : 14. 
emp! 
1-In 


* 1, When I had my Choice of applying to th! 
Law, or to the Juſtice of Peace, to recover my; 
Due, the Quaker, as he hid no Reaſon to * 


| OL 
1 
chat I ſhould give up the Maintenance of myſelf 
Pe. and Family by his SETS, had Reaſon. ER 
me that I raok the eaſieſt Method to him; and, jt 
Imy Demand for the Value of the Tythe ſub- 
in Le Fracted, was reaſonable, he had no Temptation 
reof; Jo controvert it; for he well knew, that if by any 
nly.. ndue Application he injured me once in this 


. lethod, the Conlequence would be, that he would 
pe expoſed in the next Inſtance to a Proſecution at 
aw. And probably the few Proſecutions at 
aw, which have been againſt Quakers, may have 


enefith f 
been occaſioned in this Manner. 


1 caly 
Qua- 
-ourts 
2 new 
to the! 


2, For the ſame Reaſon the Juſtice could have 
o View but to do Right between the Parties; 
his Power could not be uſed to court the Qua kers 
Untereſt in Elections, (which is a great one); for 
It would do but one, and for once it was not worth 
| have! he while, | | | 


Sake Me | 
But if this Bill paſſes, the Caſe will be alter'd 
theſe Reſpects : For, 1 
et 0 f : | [ 
nd fot 3- The Quaker knowing that I have no Reſort 
ne forÞ the Law, but mult be concluded by the Juſtices 
cifion,Þ the Country, will not only Keep my Tythe 
of th om me, but will uſe all his Art and Application 
reduce the Value by the Judgment in the 
duntry, which at preſent it is not his Intereſt 


” 


do. | * 4 4 


Impu— 
Y, 28 . 


IJ The Juſtices in the Country, will be under a 
emptation to uſe this Power to cultivate an Elec- 
to the hn-Intereſt. 5 


er my f | 3% | | 5 
expect: 10 ARS = 1 = 4 0 + Rn +0) 
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Parſon. 


of my Tythes by the Judgment of the Gentlemen 
out of whoſe Lands the Tythe ariſes, and whoſe 


L 20 ] 


Many Quakers are Freeholders, and a3 they 
are great Dealers, have Influence over many others, 
and will act as one Man in Oppoſition, to the 


I have but one Vote. for the County, and nol 
Intereſt; | | 


5. By this Bill I muſt be ty'd down for the Value 


Tenants pay it: And it is a legal Objection Hin : 
againſt a Jurymag, that he has an. Intereſt in the 
Cauſe, tho* his Honour and Integrity be other- 
wiſe unſuſpected. | 3 


6. The Appeal to the Quarter Seſſions will be that 
little Comfort to the poor Parſon; who muſt ap- 
peal againſt the two Juſtices who gave the Sen. 
tence, as well as againſt the Quaker who with - 
held his Tythe. The two Juſtices will be on the 
Bench at the Quarter Seſſions : or if they are not, 
it may happen that their Brother Juſtices. may 
think it more expedient that a Parſon ſhould loſe? 
40 or go Shillings, (a great Part of the Demand) I to 
than that two worthy Gentlemen, Juſtices of the 
Peace, ſhould be ſuſpected of Partiality. Icon 


7. The Bill extending to all Tythes under Ten 
Pounds Value, will take in at leaſt two Thirds 
of the Tythes of England, It commonly is che 
Caſe that there are two or three large Farms in a 
Pariſh, and that the reſt is held by ſmall Free- 
holders, or by little Farmers, who together hold mar 
two Thirds of the Land or thereabouts, and pay 
each under Ten Pounds for Tythes. In Countries 

3 where 


L * . 
where Farms are generally ſmall, as in the Norib 
they and in Walet they ate, the Bill will: take in th 
chers, whole Property of the Clergy. | | 
If two Thirds of the Tythes of England ate to be, 
as they may be, ſubjected to an arbitrary Valuation 
1d no in the Country; the other Third muſt ſubmit, and 
T che Bill will probably, in Proceſs of: Time, intro- 
¶ duce a general Modus decimandi for the whole King- 
dom. 5 | 


emen | Pl | 

whoſe Suppoſe, for Inſtance, that two or three: Quakers 
ection Min a Pariſh; ſhould get a Judgment confirmed at 
in the Quarter - Seſſions, valuing the Tythe of their Corn 


other -· ¶ at two Shillings, when indeed it was worth three or 

four per Acre: Is it to be thought, the reſt of the 

Pariſbioners will ever pay more? Will they not ſay, 
ill beF that the Judgment of the Quarter - Seſſions, the 
ſt ap- ¶ Dernier Reſort in the Caſe, ought to conclude the 
Sen. Parſon ? What muſt I do then ? Shall I take my 
wich- Tythe in Kind? Can you think they will let me? 
Dn the when it is but putting on a broad Hat, and a ſhort 
e not, Cravat, and they will be fafe under the Protection 
may hof this Bill in keeping the Tythes to themſelves ; 
d loſe F and may laugh to ſee me travelling from the Juſtices 
nand) ¶ to the Quarter Seſſions, and at laſt, aſter much 
of the Trouble and. Charge, and pay ing them their Coſts, 
compelled to take, the Quarter Seſſions Price. A 
few ſuch Inſtances in a County will make the 


Ten Quarter Seſſions Price, a ſtanding Rule for the Va- 
— lue of Tythes in that County, 
is the | | | 


s in a g. There has been formerly a Caſe not unlike the 
Free- preſent Caſe; and it is worth obſerving in what 
Men manner your Anceſtors treated it. 

d pay 
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1. About the 25th of H. 8. when the leſſer 
Monaſteries were deſtroyed, the People thought 
they might take a Share in the Revenues of the 
Church as well as the King. In what manner they 


reaſoned, 1 know not: But my Lord Coke obſerves, 7 


(2 Inſtit. 648.) The Noiſe of the Diſſolution of Mona- 
fteries in the Parliament holden'27th Year H. 8. (Lay- 
men taking ſmall Occaſions to witharany their Tythes) 
as the Occaſion of making the Stat. 27 H. 8. 


Cap. 20. And it appears by an Injunction of the 


King's in 1538, about two Years after, That the 
People took upon them to withdraw their Tythes, 
when they diſapproved their Miniſter's Conduct. 
Fox's Act. and Mon. 326. 


2. In the 3 iſt of H. 8. the greater Monaſteries 
were diſſolved 3 and the Tythes which belonged to 
them, were granted out by the King, and became 
Lay Fees. | 


This gave a new Handle for withdrawing Tythes. 
Many who had been perſuaded that they ought in 


Conſcience to pay Tythes to the Clergy, made no i 


Conſcience of withholding their T ythes from Lay- 
men; and they were the more encouraged, becauſe 
the Lay Impropriator had no Remedy. He could 
not ſue in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, being a Layman * 
nor in the King's Temporal Courts, for they did 
not ordinarily at that Time hold Plea of Tythes. 


This Obſtinacy went ſo far, that, as it appears in 
the Acts, ſome Perſons did not only ſtand out the 


Proſecution, but did, after Sentence given, wil- fally 


fully refuſe to pay their Tythes. 


Conſider 


[23] 


leſſer Conluder 5. now 2 — the parlament of that Time 
ught created. theſe PrecenſOns. - A 


f the 

they 1. They ſtile theſe Men Evil-diſpoſed Perſons, 
rves, / H. 8. Net regarding their Danes to mighty God, 
fona- and to the King, 32 H. 8. 


Lay- | Hel 

ythes) 2. They did not diſcharge the proper Court from 
IJ. 8. Intermeddling in the Cauſes of theſe Perſons, but 
f the Whey ſtrengthened the Juriſdiction, and empowered 


ny of the King's Council, or two Juſtices, upon 
dequeſt made to them, to aid the Court, by at- 
aching the Perſon againſt whom ſuch Requeſt ſhall 
e made, and committing him to Hard, till he found 
ecurity to give due Obedience, Sc. 27 JI. 8. 

te ries 
ed to 
came 


t the 
'thes, 
duct. 


The 32d H. 8. enables the Lay Impropriator 
0 ſus in the Eccleſiaſtical Court; and in caſe any 
erſon or Perſons do, of his or their ungodly and perverje 
ill and Mind, detain and withbold any Tythes or 
Dfferings, &c. the Statute gives the like Remedy 
gainſt the Perſon, and like Aid to the Court as was 
ziven before by 27 H. 8. 


thes. 
ht in 
e no 
Lay- 
cauſe 
ould 
nan; 


did 


4. But theſe two Statutes, after all the Force and 
Aid they had given to the Juriſdiction of the Court 
Matter of Tythes, proved ineffectual ; and the 
eaſon, as may be gathered from the ſubſequent 


hes. Ptatute of Ed. 6, was, That when the Farmer had 

I btracted his Tythe, the Parſon could ſue only for 
rs in Pamages. which depending on the Value of the 
t the Þ ythe ſubtracted, the Witneſſes, who were gene- 


wil- fally Farmers and Countrymen, did ſo undervalue 
The Tythes, that the Parſon, tho' he recovered 
gainſt the Farmer, was ſure to be a great Sufferer 
der | by 
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by the Suit. Had Things been ſuffered to continue 


in this State, the Legiſlature ſawithat'Tythes would 7 
ſink to Nothing, and the eſtabliſhed Miniſtry be 

left without Maintenance, by the Iniquity and Par. 
tiality of Witneſſes, when little could be recovered 
in proportion to the real Value of the Tythe ſub. 
tracted, and that too, by a very great Expence at 
Law. Therefore * + . 


The Statute of the ſecond and third of Ed. 6 
gave 4 Forfeiture of the treble Value of the'Tythes in 
one Cafe, (as the Statute has been expounded) and 
gave double Damages over and beſidesthe Coſts, Charge! 
and Expences in another. 


So far were the Legiſlature from thinking it rea 


ſonable to ſubmit the Value of Tythes ſubtracteq , To 
to the Evidence of Countrymen, that they gave tha ger. 
treble Damages, and double Damages with Coſts 
Sc. to ſecure the injured Perſon in all Events; fe To 


Witneſſes could not with Safety to themſelves in 
Court of Juſtice bring the Value ſo low, but thi T 
treble the Sum would reach the true Value. + ho 


5. This laſt Statute wrought the deſired Effed 
The treble Damages and double Damages, wit! 
Cofts of Suit, cured the perverſe Will complained 
of in the Statutes, and the People from that Tim 
conſidered Tythes as due by the Law, and went o 
paying them, till the new Sect of Quakers aroſt 
and pleaded Conſcience againſt paying T ythes du Puak 
and accuſtomed according to, Law. 


— 
lerati 
Juſual 


ould 


We are now then once again in the Caſe whit 
produced the three Statutes beforementioned, 


And what is the Remedy now propoſed? 


Thi 


T3544 
The Bill depending before you propoſes, 


1. To take away the Juriſdiction of all the King's 
Courts in the Calc of Quakers Tythes. 


ce a 2. To repeal, as againſt the Quakers, the three 


Acts beforementioned. 


9 3. To give the Quaker Liberty to take to his 
on Uſe the Tythes due to the Parſon. 


4. To compel the Parſon to accept ſuch a Value 
for his Tythes, as the Juſtices ſhall think fit to ſet 
on them. 


The former Acts were made againſt the Offen- 
Jer. 


This will be in his Favour. 


The former Acts were made to puniſh the Perſon 
Fho defrauded the Parſon of his Tythes. 


This Bill will puniſh the Parſon, who is de- 


A wid rauded; and will encourage and ſupport the 
plaine Dnaker in ſetting up a Right, upon the Plea of 
hy ,onſcience, to another Man's Eſtate. 

vent 0 


I ſay, to another Man's Eſtate ; and I wiſh the 
Quaker's Conſcience could be examined in this 
Point. Is he a Land-owner ? Let him be asked, 
pon his Conſcience, Whether he paid any Conſt- 
leration to the Vender of the Land beyond the 
uſual Price, and upon Suppoſition that no Tythes 
ould be due from his Land? Is he a Farmer? 
D Let 


53 
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Let him be asked, Whether he pays more Rent 
than Churchmen uſed to give tor the Farm, in Con- 
ſideration of his paying no Tythe ? If he cannot 
ſay, that he either bought, or hired the T ythe, 
(and he can ſay neither) what Title has he to it? 
He poſſeſſes himſelf of it, and cannot poſſibly fhew | 
any Right to it; and therefore there muſt needs be 
another - Owner, who has a juft Right to it; but 
the Quaker, it ſcems, cannot in Conſcience part 
with it; i. e. he cannot in Conſcience permit his 
Neighbour to have and enjoy his own Property. 


Give me leave, on this Part of the Caſe, to make 
one general Obſervation, 


To ſecure Ptoperty, is one main End of Govet: 
ment; and therefore all Opinions, all Practices, in- 
conſiſtent with the Preſervation of Property, are 
alſo inconſiſtent with Government and Society. | 
And I conceive, this is the only Inſtance of an Ap- 
plication to any Government in the known World, 
to countenance an Opinion, deſtructive to the "Wh . 


perty of any of the Subjects. 
But farther: 


I. There is a Caſe of great Extent, and com- 
mon Experience, for which the Bill provides no Re- 
medy; that is, where the Tythes are ſubtracted, | 
and the Parſon does not, perhaps cannot poſſibly, | 


know the Value, ſo as to found a Demand, 


The Parſon has no Right ro go into the Pariſht- 1 
oners Lands, which have no common Way thro' 
them: If he does, he is liable to be ptoſecured for 
Treſpaſs. And it is not to be tuppoſed, the 

-Quaker*s 


— 


Rent [ 10 J 


Con- NQuaker's Conſcience will permit him to allow the 
innot MParſon to go into his Grounds, to examine the 


ythe, Walue of his Tythes: Ic would be a Crime, in his 
it? Ppinion, equal to ſetting them out. Ir may there- 
ſhew Fore be impoſſible for the Parſon to know the Value 
ds be f the Quaker's Corn Tythe, and to make any 


Demand before the Juſtices for it. But with reſpect 
part p ſmall Tythes, this is zeceſſarily the Caſe 3 and 
it his Kherefore they are uſually compounded at a mode- 
te Rate: But how ſhall the Parſon demand the 


but) 


WJ aluc of the Quaker's ſmall Tythes? It will not be 
nake MWppoſed, ſurely, that the Parſon is to keep a Re- 
iſter of all the Calves and Pigs born in the Pariſh ; 
nd if he would do it, how can he? He cannot 
vern- Mo at all Times, or at any Time, into the Yards 
„ in- Mnd Outhouſes of the Quaker, to watch when a 


„ are Mow falls into Labour: How then is the Value to 
iety. e demanded before the Juſtice? And, ſeeing I 
Ap- Wnow not the Value, how ſhall I judge whether 
orld, Wy Caſe falls under this Act, or is left at large, 
Pro- ce bat depends on the V alue ? 


J Suppoſe, for inſtance, that the Blank in the Bill 
Would be filled with 107. or any other Sum; for 
| Mc Caſe will be the fame; and I knowing the 
com- WW ythes ſubtracted by the Quaker to be ot the 
Re- alue of 13 or 141. ſhould bring a Bill in the 
fed, WÞchequer ; and the Value ſhould be there diſpu- 
ibly, d; and an Iffus directed to try the Value; and 
e Verdict ſhould ſettle the Value at 91. 1555. 
nat will my Cafe be? The Bill ſays, No Tythes 
der Ten Pounds ſhall be recoverable in any Court. 
onſequently I can have no Judgment upon the 
erdict; but after an expenſive Suit, and a very 
artial Verdid, muſt go to the Juſtices in the 
; D 2 Country ; 


riſhi- 
thro? 
d for 
the 
ker's 
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Country z and with little Hopes of obtaining more - 
than the Jury gave. f I 


As the Law now ſtands, the Parſon can bring a tior 
Bill of Diſcovery into Chancery, or in the Equity a | 
Side of the Exchequer ; in which Caſe the Farmer the 
is obliged to ſet out upon Oath his tytheableW C/ 
Matter, and the Value; and is liable to Proſecu- 
tion for Perjury, if he is guilty of it. But is every ! 
Juſtice in the Kingdom to be erected into a Chan. Wal 
cellor? If not, by what Proceeding ſhall the Par- Ty 


fon have a Diſcovery in theſe Caſes ? — 
| afte 
II. By Law, as it now ſtands, the Parſon may by 
Subpæna all proper Witneſſes to give Evidence in Pet 
his Cauſe ; but this Bill takes from him this legal C0 
Means of Defence; if his Neighbours will go, it 
is well, he may get them if he can; but the Juſtice “ 
has no Power to compel them, and the Parſon i} wit 
put to ſue for his undoubted Right, and th} by 
Aſſiſtance of the Law, to enable him to prove it iM a8 
taken from him. Co 


III. In the original Cauſe before the Juſtice, the 
Parſon is ſuppoſed to have juſt Cauſe of Complaint, 
and to recover, in ſome Shape or other, and to be 
intitled to Coſts. 


It is probable he may ordinarily be the Appel] 


lant to the Quarter Seſſions, and Coſts may bi Jul 
againſt him: How is it that the Bill limits the Coſt} T: 
m the firſt Inſtance, when the Parſon is to receiv} Ne 
them, and leaves them arbitrary in the Second an: 
when the Parſon may be to pay them ? — 
a 


IV. | 
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IV. If the Quaker or his Witneſſes give falſe Evi- 
dence before the Juſtice, and I bring an Informa- 
ring a ¶ tion or Indictment againſt them, and fail to make 
Equity Ja legal Proof, (as I eaſily may do) in that Caſe 
armer the Bill ſays, The Defendant ſhall recover Treble 


Coſts. 


By the Statute of Edward VI. the Quater is now 
able to Treble Damages for not ſetting out my 
Tythes : By this Bill the Caſe is much alter'd ; If 
the Quaker refuſes to ſet out his Tythes, and 
afterwards endeavours to defraud me in the Value 
by falſe Evidence, and I attempt to puniſh the 
pr ah and fail in the legal Proof of it, Treble 


Coſts are given againſt me. 


more 


What is my Caſe now? My Tythe itſelf is gone 
without Remedy; I may be cheated in the Value 
by the Means of corrupt Witreſſes; and if I go 
a Step farther, it is at the Peril of paying Treble 
Colts. 


de, the Is this equal Juſtice? 

plaint, | 

d to be V. The Effect this Bill will have upon the 
Quakers themſelves, ought to be conſidered. 


Appel Great Part of them have bid Adieu to theſe un- 
nay bi juſtifiable Pretences of Conſcience; and yield their 
e Coll} Tyches, or agree for them, as the reſt of their 
receivY Neighbours do. But if this Bill paſſes in compli- 
Second ance to the obſtinate Part, thoſe who have ſub- 
mitted to the Law of their Country muſt be 
aſhamed, and return to their old Pretence-in com- 

IV. pliance to the Obſtinate; who will be eſteemed as 
Confeſ- 
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Confeſſors, who by their Steadineſs have made the 


Law give way, and exalted their miſguided Conſci- 
ences above the Property of their Fellow Subjects. 


VI. As to the Sufferings of the Quakers; in their 
own Caſe they reckon 1100 and upward, proſe- 
cuted for Demands recoverable by the Acts of the 


7th and 8th of King Wilam. 


Church Rates as well as Tythes are recoverable by f 


the ſaid Acts; and Church Rates are due in every 


Pariſh as well as Tythes. | 


Suppoſe then one-half of the Proſecutions were, 
and probably - more were, for Church Rates ; for 
every Quaker as an Inhabitant of a Pariſh, is lia- 
ble to Church Rates; but thoſe only who are 
Farmers, are liable to pay Tythe; there will re- 
main 550 Proſecutions for Tythes in 40 Years ſince 
the making of the Act, that is, one Year with 
another, about 14. 


The Pariſhes in England are near 10,000, and 
if you add Chapels and Curacies, they will not 
fall ſnort of 12, 00; and conſidering that there is 
a Vicar, there is alſo an Impropriator equally con- 
cerned in this Caſe, we may add one Third to the 
Number, or about 3000, ſo that the whole 
Amount will be 13, ooo. 


Upon their own ſhewing then, it appears, that 
there has been not quite one Quaker per Annum 
proſecuted in a Thouſand Pariſhes, &c. 


Judge now whether the Clergy have not gene- 
rally choſen the eaſicſt Method for recovering their 
F Dues 
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Dues from the Quakers. If they had not, con- 
ſidering the Number of Quakers who will not pay 
till forced, the F roſecutions muſt Have been more 


umerous. | | | 
This being the Caſe, there is great Probability, 
hat if the Law is permitted to ſtand as it does at 
preſent, the Quakers will by degrees come off from 


heir unreaſonable Scruples; and that, in the mean 
ime, every wiſe Clergyman, for his own Sake, and 
very good Clergyman, in Compaſſion to his Neigh- 


jour the Quaker, will take the eaſy and cheap Me- 
hod preſcribed by the Acts of the 7th and 8th of 
Ling William, tor the Recovery of his Dues. _ 


But after all, if the Bill muſt paſs, let it by all 
eans be general ; for what has the Churchman 
lone, that he ſhould be left ſubject to the Proſecu- 
ions and Hardſhips at Law, from which it is thought 
2aſonable to relieve the Quakers ? And for myſelf, 

had much rather loſe my Tythe, than my Tythe 
nd my People too. 
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The Cas& of the PEOPLE called 


QUAKERS. 


N the 7th and 8th Years: of the Pro 
= Reign of King William the Third] ane 
Fe An 4d was paſſed for the mot Dei 
3 3 caſie Recovery of ſmall Tythes Ele 
y Offerings, Oblations, Obventionf of 
or Compoſitions, not exceeding rhe Yearly} ted 
Value 65 Forty Hillings, from any One Pei Prit 
ſon, in a ſummary Way by Tuſtice's Mar 
rant; which was continued by an Act of thi 
11th and 12th of the (aid King, and was mad 
Perpetual by an A of the 3d and 4th 0 
Qucen ANNE. 


In the 7th and 8th Years of the Reign e 
King Milliam the Third, in an Act for ac 
cepting the Holemm Affirmation of the Peop 
called Quakers, like Remedy is provided fe 
the Recovery of Tythes and Church- Rate 
from Quakers 4 ſhall refuſe to pay th 
ſame, the Sum not exceeding Tex Pounds 


which Act being Temporary, was continut ſtrate 
by a ſubſequent Act; and was by an Act 
1 


US | 


the 1ſt of King George the Firſt, extended to 
all Rates, Cuſtomary or other Rights, Dues, 
or. Payments, belonging to any Church or 
Chapel, to be paid for the Maintenance of any 
Miniſter or Curate in any Church or Chapel. 


Theſe Acts, tis humbly conceived, were 
intended not only for the Eaſe of the Proſe- 
cutor, but alſo to prevent oppreſſive and 
ruinous Proſecutions. 


Notwithſtanding which, there have been 
\f th] proſecuted in the Exchequer, Eccleſiaſtical, 
Third and other Courts, in England and Wales, for 
mor Demands recoverable by the ſaid Acts, above 
the Eleven Hundred of the People called Quakers, 
tim of whom near Three hundred were commit- 
vearl ted to Priſon, and ſeveral of them died 
e Pall Priſoners. 


of th Theſe Proſecutions, though frequently com- 
« mad] menced for Trivial Sums, from Four Pence 
4th off *9 Five Shillings, and great Part of them 

tor Sums not exceeding Forty Shillings, 

have been attended with ſuch heavy Cofts, 
eign and rigorous Executions, that about Ezght 
for adi/undred Pounds have been taken from Ten 
Peopl of them, where the original Demand, did 
ded not amount to Fifteen Pounds. 


day th By ſuch Proſecutions, the favourable Intent 
ound the atorclaid Acts is in a great mcaſure fru- 
ntinudlſtrated, and many of the faid People ſuffer, 
As 


L341 
as if no ſuch Laws were in Being: Though 
Chriſtian Charity muſt admit, that their Re- 
fuſal of ſuch Demands is purely Conſcien- 
tious; ſince no rational Man, confiderihg his 


Circumſtances and Family, would incur. ſuch 


ſevere Sufferings on any other Account. 
Tis therefore humbly ſubmitted, Whether 
ſuch Proſecutions, frequently attended 
with Excommunications and Impriſon- 
ments, be not Grievances which call for 
 Reareſs; and whether it be not reaſon- 
able to Neſtrain the Proſecutors from 


Proceedings lo Ruinous and Drſiruttive. 


Supplemental EXTRACT from the 
Quakers yearly Epiſtles relating to 
their Sufferings, 


HE * Amount of Friends Sufferings 
in England and Wales brought in this 
Year, which are as uſual for T ythes 
and Church-rates, ſo called, is Three 

8 thouſand three hundred and five 

Pounds and upwards ; and there is one Friend 

a Priſoner on that Account.” 


The Account of the Sufferings of Friends in 
England and Wales brought in this Year, amount 
to Three thouſand four hundred and nineteen 
Pounds and upwards ; chiefly for Tythes and 
hurch-rates, ſo called. One Friend hath been 
liſcharged out of Priſon ſince laſt yearly Meeting, 
nd three remain Priſoners on that Account.” 


The Account of Friends Sufferings in Eng- 
and and Tales brought in this Year, being 
uefly for Tythes and Church-rates, fo called, 
mount to Three thouſand four hundred and 
4 tty eight Pounds and upwards. Two Friends 


From Epiſile 1731. Þ Epiſt. 1732. | Epift. 1733. 
E 2 © have 
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c have been diſcharged out of Priſon laſt Year 


* and two are now remaining Priſoners.” 


* The Accounts of Friends Sufferings in Great 
© Britain brought in this Year, being chiefly fe 
„ Tythes and Church-rates, ſo called, amount t 
„Three thouſand one hundred eighty -eig 
* Pounds and upwards ; and thoſe in Ireland, 
* One thouſand five hundred and eighty-fi 
* Pounds. One Friend has been diſcharged 0 
4 of Priſon ſince laſt Year ; and one yet remait 
* a Priſoner on account of Tythes.“ 


T* The Amount of Friends Sufferings in En 
and and Wales brought in this Year, being chief 
& for Tythes and Church- rates, ſo called, is Thr 
*. thouſand five hundred and forty-five Poun 
* and upwards; and in Jreland, One thouſand fi 
* hundred, and thirty-four Pounds and upward 
„ making together above Five thouſand and eight 
* Pounds. And one Friend is continued a Priſon 
on account of Tythes.“ 


In the firſt of theſe Accounts the whole Amo 
of their Sufferings is placed to the Account of T yt 
and Church-rates ; and in the other four they 

ſaid to be chiefly on account of Tythes and Chun 
rates: How much is to be deducted for other G 
vances. or what the other Grievances are, I know 
probably the Quaters may ſoon call for further! 
lief, and then they will be explained. 


But the Sums are large, in no Year ſo littl 
Three thouſand Pounds, and this being all pla 
to the Head of Suffering, one would ſuppoſe it 


Epil. 1734. Epil. 1735. 


ir 


= my 4 


—_ 

ſpent in Law and Gaolers Fees: But the Caſe is far 
otherwiſe. It appears by their Letters *, that the 
principal Sums recovered for Tythes and Church- 
1 Great rates are included in theſe groſs Sums. 

* hy If the Caſe is fo, as it plainly is, their Ac- 
y- eig counts ſhew, not how much they have ſuffered, 
land, but of how much they would have defrauded the 
hry-finflt Parſon and the Pariſh, if the Law had'not inter- 
ged 0 poſed. And when they make up their next Ac- 
remail count, if they would deal clearly, they ſhould make 
the Parſon and the Pariſh Syferers; for the Perſon, 
who is forced to go to Law for his wn, is the 


t Year 


in En Sufferer, and not the Perſen who is forced to pay 
g chief but what he ought to pay. 

is Thr f | 

Poun The Sums in theſe ſeveral Years being ſo near 


ſand fi the ſame, it creates a Suſpicion, that the ſame 

1pwardY Perlons are yearly concerned, as Sufferers in this 

id eight Caſe ; and perhaps it would afford Ground to cal- 

Priſon culate how many 2yakers obſtinately refuſe to pay 
Tythe and Church-rates in Great-Britain; for by 
their Method, even the Money recovered before 

Amo the Juſtices by the 7th and 8th of King William, 

xf T yi} muſt be brought to this Account of Suffering. 

the 

| Chun For the two laſt Years, there appears to be but 

her C one Quaker Priſoner for Tythes in the 7wo King- 

cnow doms of Great-Britain and Ireland ; in no one of 

rther W theſe Years above three; and could Accounts for 
five Years more backward be fairly examined, the 
Caſe would probably be much the ſame. 

o little 

ll pla The Quakers in the Country ſhould obſerve, that 

oſe it their Friends at the yearly Meeting, who call upon 

* In 1687, 1693, 1689. 
f | them 
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nem to often and ſo earneſtly, to ſuffer all Bars. 


mite rather than pay Tythes, ate themſelves gene- 
rally Merchants and Traders in the great Cities and 
Towns, and have 10 Hibes to pay, and therefore 
are in no danger of bearing any Share of the Bur- 
den, and I have not heard of any of boſe in Priſon 


for Church-ratzs + They pay their Taxes and Cuf- 


toms like other People, and exhort the poor Far- 
mers to die in Priſon rather than pay their Tythes 
and Qhurch- rates, though equally due, and by che 
dame Law of the Land- I think Country Friends 


. » 


b * - * 
have reaſon to complain. * +» -- -- 
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